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In combat, men measure up. Or don't. There are no second chances. In this vivid account of the

U.S. Army's legendary 10th Mountain Division's heroic stand in the mountains of Afghanistan,

Captain Sean Parnell shares an action-packed and highly emotional true story of triumph, tragedy,

and the extraordinary bonds forged in battle. At 24 years of age, U.S. Army Ranger Sean Parnell

was named commander of a forty-man elite infantry platoon - a unit that came to be known as the

Outlaws - and was tasked with rooting out Pakistan-based insurgents from a mountain valley along

Afghanistan's eastern frontier. Parnell and his men assumed they would be facing a ragtag bunch of

civilians, but in May 2006 what started out as a routine patrol through the lower mountains of the

Hindu Kush became a brutal ambush. Barely surviving the attack, Parnell's men now realized that

they faced the most professional and seasoned force of light infantry the U.S. Army had

encountered since the end of World War II. What followed was 16 months of close combat, over the

course of which the platoon became Parnell's family: from Staff Sergeant Greg Greeson, the wise,

chain-smoking veteran who never lost his cool; to Specialist Robert Pinholt, a buttoned-down

conservative with the heart of a warrior and the mind of an economist; to Staff Sergeant Phil

Baldwin, the platoon's voice of calm and reason, a man who sacrificed everything following the

events of 9/11 - career, home, financial stability - to serve his country. But the cost of battle was

high for these men: Over 80 percent were wounded in action, putting their casualty rate among the

highest since Gettysburg, and not all of them made it home. A searing and unforgettable story of

friendship in battle, Outlaw Platoon brings to life the intensity and raw emotion of those 16 months,

showing how the fight reshaped the lives of Parnell and his men and how the love and faith they

found in one another ultimately kept them alive. This audiobook is enhanced with a downloadable

PDF containing photographs from the hardcover edition.
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As a member of Outlaw Platoon, I can not stress enough the importance of this book to our nation's

forgotten infantry soldiers. Outlaw Platoon is an honest and compelling account of life and death in

the trenches and does true justice to our combat experience.As you read this post, there are

thousands of men on battlefields around the world killing and suffering for the preservation of

American ideals. As a civilized society and beneficiaries of our nation's might, we must meet their

sacrifices with unwavering support. It is not enough for us to adhere a yellow ribbon to our cars, to

shake a soldier's hand, or even to send care packages to the front. More than anything, these men

need our understanding. They need to know that we are aware of their plight, that we are invested

in their success, and that we are willing to help shoulder the burdens of combat, just by listening and

caring.Outlaw Platoon is a window into the world of America's infantry warriors. In the book, Sean

puts you on the ground in Afghanistan, straps 100 pounds of gear on your back, and injects you into

the fight. However, he also introduces you to the human side of the war, highlighting the exceptional

diversity of the platoon and the strength that it generates, as well as the horrifying realities of life for

Afghani civilians.Not only is Outlaw Platoon a thrilling, emotionally-charged read, it is a tool for

healing the wounded souls of our discarded patriots and reuniting the American people with the

guardians of our way of life. It is our undeniable duty as Americans to share the load of our foreign

wars, and by simply reading Outlaw Platoon with a compassionate heart, we are doing our part for

the men we put in harm's way.

Having experienced war, I can say that Outlaw Platoon is the closest to reality of all the war books I

have read. It took guts to put down what actually happens and how it affects the mind and the body.

I could almost feel and smell the fear, anxiety, love and hatred one experiences when their life is on

the line. The bond these men formed in the midst of a deadly environment, so brutal, goes far

beyond that of a mother and child. It is with us forever.This book should be mandatory reading for

every politician. Maybe, just maybe they will not be so quick to send our troops into "fog of war."

This book is fantastic. It is so well written you feel like you know the men in the story personally and



you are right there experiencing what they go through. You don't need to be a huge military buff to

read it either. The book exposes war and the bond it forges between the men who fight in it. It

evokes so many emotions highs and lows---on top of that it is a real page turner. I finished the book

in a few days, I couldn't put it down. It is a story of an amazing group of men and I'm so glad their

story has been told! Read this book, I promise you won't regret it!

You will feel like you are fighting along side the men of outlaw platoon in the this wonderfully written

book about the war in Afghanistan. The author, Sean Parnell, takes you through his tour in country

with wit, sadness, humor, and raw emotion. You will feel it all, as if it is happening to you. It is a

great read about some great men. It is a book unlike any other of its kind. I have recommended this

book to many and will continue to do so. Don't take my word for it though, buy the book and see for

yourself. It is well worth it.

From the first sentence I was mesmerized by Outlaw Platoon's story. I'm a woman and I don't think

I've ever read a military book, but I saw Sean Parnell on Fox and thought it looked like an interesting

story. I couldn't put it down. I finished it days ago and I can't stop thinking about the men of Outlaw

Platoon. There's a lot of action in the book, but the heart of the story is about the men and the

relationships formed while at war. A beautiful telling of hope, integrity, courage, trust, selfless love,

and total dedication.I've always loved and appreciated our military, but Outlaw Platoon pushes my

feelings of gratitude to a whole new level.A must read!Thank you Outlaw Platoon for your service

and your sacrifice. And without giving the story away, may God bless the elderly gentleman that

risked everything to protect our beloved military.

Like the author, I am an infantryman who served in Afghanistan, although under much calmer and

safer circumstances. This book is the real deal. The author describes the nature of the country

perfectly. This is a great description of how the world is at the platoon level in Afghanistan at that

time in the war.If you are thinking of purchasing a book like this, you are probably looking for an

interesting story, full of blood, guts, and heroism. It is there, in spades. If you have served with

soldiers, you know there are several types of this genre. There are the antiseptic stories that

describe weapons and tactics in great detail. There are the ones where the author goes on about

me, me, me, all the way through. The very best stories show the love and respect the author had for

his comrades. He talks about them more than himself and obsesses on making sure you can see

his fellow soldiers as real people. Those are the very best ones. This is one of those.I should also



mention that some credit goes to the coauthor, John Bruning. He was the coauthor for the superb

"House to House", with David Bellavia, and wrote a great book on Iraq titled "The Devil's Sandbox."

I had never paid much attention to who the coauthor was before; this is the exception to that rule.

Five stars.
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